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Discussion on antenna gain measurement for weather radar using the sun

Li Zhe' Chen Daren' Wang Chongwen' Zhang Shuai® Zhang Xiaofei®
(1. Meteorological Observation Center of China Meteorological Administration, Beijing 100081, China;
2. Anhui Sun Create Electronic Co. , Ltd. , Hefei 230061, China)

Abstract: Antenna gain is an important parameter in weather radar equation and has a direct influence on accuracy of
reflectivity measurement. This paper analyzes the feasibility of antenna gain measurement for weather radar using the
sun as a signal source, and introduces relevant principles and methods. Then it measures antenna gain of a C-band
mobile China new generation radar (CINRAD) by the sun and analyzes error sources as well as methods to improve
measurement accuracy. Observation experiment shows that antenna gain measured using the sun is close to factory test
result while measurement accuracy requires further improvement. Therefore, the sun can be used to monitor variation
of antenna gain in the operational weather radar network regularly, which is helpful for identifying and diagnosing
breakdowns in antenna pointing, feeder line loss and receiver in weather radar system as early as possible.

Keywords: weather radar; antenna gain; solar flux; noise power

Ell

mi

AL 55T 1 % ) — A T 72 55 0 30 6 8 0

Pe B SR T R 7 — R E Oy ) LR A D 4R o
B — AR TEBWRMBR BRI IBITEL fmat e 2 R B8Rz . B K0
K AERABUR ICE R IBUE ST W THEER . B ek R . O K2R 25 0 32400 T — A 20 Oy .
B —ARRAEEBIRGREEAR TAERIEFEEN GBS h TR S5 b S 255 B AR P O 40 s HOK I AE
FE bR > AR IIE T 8 A R Al I R KBRS BE L 3R ﬁ%%?ﬁuuﬂ’ﬂéﬁ( AR, T E R EE SR BERK RGN RS
B AR 2L IR 3k I 3 G — B T T T X 1 8 L 0 Rk 5 ) L A B 37 A RS R 3 4 ik
LS RFEBAG I RDI— Aﬁ%%@xﬁﬁ%mxﬁ B8 (5 75 70 AT 75 I 2204 75 b A 55 1 KR X Wi P o L% %
T A [0 (0 SRS B L SR 2 IR PR B A R A mmﬁmﬂuWﬁﬁmm%%%%ﬁwf

AHBRET RGEMPERENNRE th B IR AT RAEDHL RATE IR R 45 17 I 4+t

W IR AT A R IR B 2 BB i oA AL T i i T%lﬁ%ﬂ&‘d‘l‘l#l%ﬂ’ﬂimml_lk%ﬂﬂlﬂ IF
Xof IR i AT AR S M JE T A T K B AR A TR R O B M I K e R o pL AR

IR R G5 RIR M AN R SF R T RES MM OETORN 5 O B 36 16 K AUR WSR-88D il

W H B - 2015-09
* Heg I E < E K A ARG (UL431100) BT By 5 A

. 14 .



ZF 3 F . AAMENRAT X REIE SN ERT

%530

55 78 15 W AN H 32 AR R BA A I — vk S R 3 25 L a2
M E I RLERM A, AREH -RRXIFERLEFM
H K BIAE N 22 (5 5 5, 32 5 T K248 ik 22, %t
IR A5 A 7 AL AR 8 A BE AT 48 IE L {27 35 R R AL
Akl R Sl — S L A R A B R I R R R
PERE

AR SCE FE AT R BA DU KSR R R 2R 4 25 1Y DR B
IR, FEUb IR L, RL—FBk 55k C ik Be# sh X — 1%
KA Tk (CINRAD/CCD 2 il , I F A BH 25 SEI0 T K 48 3
B IF T R IR SR U I N T Y R R B AR AT
TEE AT T I R 2 B T R D A B Y O vk

2 WMEREBRFE

MR 4% 28 R (Nyquist) 1€ 3L, S B0 R 75 JEAE 1 98 4 B
4 F MO HL i A i 7 A Y W P Iy 3 Pl AR IR O

P =krTB (D
Pk PR 2 WL 38 X110 ] /KD L T S Ah i Mg
PR AR > B 3 OHL Y R 75 4 5. B B WS A SE B
AL e 0 A R A 94 YA B B 0 R TR I 2 M S
U A ARAT B

P,—P.=krB(T,—TO (2)
e Py A P23 53 278 SRR YR 1 MR P Iy A< 0k fELL T
T 3 590 s PRIV 5 A MR P 3l B8 o T A B M 7 ) 6

P AT LA R
P.— T.B (3
$ O RARK ) 0 1545 21 K PH e RS R B -
o T,— T
T.=P PP 4)
HEREBWB WM KRKHAREBERZE S(W-m?® -
Hz W
_ P
~AB (5)
A REFEHmEA., B G, 115,
_ T»\‘
A =k < (6)
R 45 G, e X
_AxA,
G, = e 7
AHNBEETEREK, HROEORARD G
. 4x=kT,
G, = S (8)
A QE RS KA S H B B 4y DUE R
QUdB) = 10log,, (%) ()
W R34 25 A Rom N
G,(dB) = Q(dB) — S(dBS) + T,(dBK) (10)

e BTE R, S C10) 153 21 1 X 20 4 12 90 4 45 .
BOARAF I A I R L 4 77 B — LT IE AR (45 K B4R

SR BB IT IE VR BURE BOR USSR R 2% LR
LA IIRZEFH R,

R BH I DR ok K 0 4 1) D B P 1
N PEFRARCR GE AL AR F VLA 5 A B ) dv il s 19 G
Wi P RO A5 CLINVAD Ji A S 11 Sy W 7 0 3 ) k1) 2 2% - T
ML .

SV
|
T L, —> —»-P,
=) R [
T 1. —>: Ty

T ORBH T I o R 2 348 25 10 it P

DWW H R MBI EZ B ESRFREZES
2 S TG Ak % ] 25 MR R RN L S 0 R AR S S
WS I RAE Py

2)) W [E8 75 MR P RN R T R G e A Y AN R R
hAH P

3) W R ERAB 1) B, — 32 485 A PR AV 458 s 1 220, ]
2 A T V0 0 b A % B R i ST L I A A R B
149 O B W 75 ) 52 0E P s

AR A8 Il B9 R B A0 1 ¥ 25, ke T Pt At
Y1 2% U 1 5 L T 1) R T CRZAM AR 2 90°) 4 i i B B 422
R G RS S T (E Py, .

WRIE 2 i A5 DA 2) . 7745 422 LAY 7 HF 98
B, PER 3, R A8 ) K BH A & 09 M R T 220 KA A
BRI RE S REZERBFENREZM, N P IR Py,
BIW] 3145 K H A S iE i o P AAA S (4D, n] 15 K FH I 75
BE T.. FAAARG) . BI85 KLk 25 .

3 RHBEER

TE 2015 4F 3 H 25 H 14 B ~15 b .75 BB K455 5 5
RIS . A6 258 KA T AR BH L X — &8k 55 4k C
BB H —RRAFEST T REW BN E, ZFL
TAEM S R 5 430 MHz, 2R F o045t 1 [ Jie % 4 4 1
R RELEHEBZER 3. 2 m, E A H 0 ERTEEL R 1. 287,
AR I FE A 6 2 P I 2 1 R 2R3 25 CR L 5 1 R
¥6)°k 42. 45 dB,

F BB IR 1) ~4) f 85 Agilent N7815C fy [ &
MFEEEEESE L ERFALm SR LSl 2
Mg 75 00 H, RS o e B MR S ) R 43 RO Y 4L 45 3
P,=21.04 dB, P,=38. 25 dB. #RJ5 . % KL $5 i K 0
I £ 29 45°) (1 M 75 D) A P, IR R 45 1] Y2 25 I (A A
29 907 IR FE Dy A Py, 4T T 2 &, IF BUE
235 P,,=11.90 dB,Py,=6.50 dB, 13 1 fiR.

¢« 15 o



%39 & o F o

T H A

x1 BEURSHEMBRSINE

IR 2 PR Go i s D %/ dB
M R AL T 2R P 21.04
Mg 7 5 AN i L T 26 P, 8. 25
KM% P, 11.90
BRI Py, 6.50

R, B R S RN I R AE R A
By PR B PR A G MRS T R X s R R T ] 2 I R ROR
S e E SRR BT R S RER ML SN, FS
LTRSS SR 1,75 AB IR IR . eAh, 1 gk
RGN e T R G AT BT A B E 1 TR S %
LA LNA i A 3B i SE PR e 7 R, N
BRI NS ZEmE AL E P, (dBm) 3] $ Ik £ 45 4 4 11 M
YR P, (dB) [ X) R K &R L 2R Sl Agilent E8257D
B ANEAE S IR E A R NE L S mE A
ME THKRSENSEEEML, mE 2 iR, SRS
Retk i & 1 dB 8515 5 I E A %4 — 105 dBm,

HLEN A I 2 ]

130 ¢
120 +
110 F
100
90
80 +
70
60
50
40 +
30
20 F

—— S
—— flEilhZk

I FR ek i V) #¢/dB

10
-110 100 -90 -80 -70 60 -50 -40 -30 -20 =10 0 10
RS IHEAAH/dBm

B2 ol R G s S 4

TR RGBS TEE N 116 dB, 155 40 FLES i
Y% M8 P, 5 LNA fig ATTRME PR MG RECCR N

P.. = P,+118.0 (11)

A2 (LD K55 A s 4 i D S 98 & 118, 0, RIAT
Yrog 2 2251 1 AL 1Y R 75 D) SR A, 3K 2 s,

R2 SETER/KREINR

24 225 1 [ A 1 1 75 3y %/ dBm
W e Y 0 L D) 26 P —96. 96
MRS YR AL T 3R P, —109.75
KA P, —106. 10
B E P, —111.50

R PR I R 5 R 8 ) KA Pl & A 1 2 3kOK
RE VL 25 BE B0 G (B TR R 15 21 5 430 MHz S s 40 19 K FH
FiE L 2 B8 . 20 0 1) K BH R U %5 B 292 S=180. 80 SFU,
Horpr SFU by 2K BH A8 3 % & B K/

¢« 16

1SFU = 10® W « m? « Hz' , #8345 N 1H N

S(dBS) =— 197.43 dB. 4 % Q(dB) = 1ologm<4Aif> =

—192. 46 dB,

75 M7 U5 #E 5 430 MHz I (¥ 8 Mt (ENR)
15. 69 dB, 1] DA+ 55 15 5] [ 25 W 75 U500 AR i A Mk R I B
T, =T,(10™%° + 1) = 1.10 X 10" K, T, J#% # % 1
(290 K, [ 25 M 75 Y5 W He i, ¥4 V5 3L B SN BIL B N S B ==
i SEME A 24 C L.

T. = 297 K,

K ER S 548 1) oK BH A8 25 B 7E S 25 3 T Ak ) 3 11 T
EEIES R

Po.(mW) = 10" /10 = 2 45 % 10" mW

P, (mW) = 10"/ = 7 08 X 10 > mW

U)K BH B B 5 2 %y

P.(dBm) = 10log(P,,, — Py,) =— 107. 58 dBm

IR PH B B M R B Dy

T,(dBK) = (T, — T.)(dBK) + P.(dBm) — (P, —
P.)(dBm) = 29. 93 dBK

MRS 25H -

G,(dB) = Q(dB) — S(dBS) + T.(dBK) = 34. 90dB

R T ARG B 2 RS A i N ) IR A5 O IR .
H SRR AT IE o BT oK PH R SR A E R AR A 1Y L
CCJ ik HAB# WOK P Ak 73 & BRI 2 SR 0 2k — 2, Bl
3 dB, H YR B R FE . A FH 2% R 45 4 BT A, SE
MR B BRI R G5 2% T M IR R FE Sl 2. 75 dB, 28 =
R AATIE . AR H b P IR d=1. 496 X 10° km FI K
FHE AR (=1.392X10° km, A] 15 Hu 3k [ 000 21 1) 5K FH A 72
N a=arcsin(l/d)=0.53°, WKL RTEE N 1. 28°, Kk
B T R 1) A H 33 24 2 BB B I ASCOT 249 18 45 5 i AN 2 S
P &=PUNIEINVPNIERIE SN PN A b )
T R P AR o« 5 RAPBEHRTERE 0 T IEAN

K(dB) = 20log(1+ 0. 18(%)3 = 0.264 dB

ITIEJE R R LI 4N -
G (dB) = G, (dB) +3+2.75+0.264 = 40.91 dB
(12)

4 RESWH

H 312 1] DL P R B A O £ 5 50 0 1 R
i 9 ol B I R R Y R R g A A — R, B A
DS

1)5 430 MHz 4 i K BH BE IR % 2 S Je i i 4 B4l 5
(9 o AR I F R SCAA BORESE T4 R K BH RE U4 B2 1 4
IR 22 2928 500, 00f 5 R R L 45 1 iR 22 0. 21 dB.

) TR TR A WA D R AAH P AP XA T L
ARGl 25 P AR A g A 2 X T R R 2



ZF 3 F . AAMENRAT X REIE SN ERT

%530

0.20 dB, W P, — P, ) &% 22 4 V0.2°40.2" =
0.28 dB,

KB G D)3 P, A F 35 R G 3h 25 R 2k il 28
Ao Al 2R 1 X I R 22 2 0k 0. 20 dB,

ORFMABFE R FEE T, — T, WREIREZEAR
V0. 274+0.2=0. 28 dB,

5)E M A A R G B R 222008 0. 20 dB.

6) R W R N fE IR 22 29k 0. 21 dB,

AP IR DL R 25 W) R BH I 3 RS TR R R 4R B R
R34 5 HRAR 22 29

e= /0. 217 40. 28°F0. 20° 0. 28°+0. 20 +0. 21> =
0.57 dB,

2 TR T B AT R 1R R AR 1 R 0 R Y
J5 75 s MR 3K AEAS [ B ) L AS ) O o AT A R 0 = 1 £
LM 5 L A 25 SR A AR M 5 O S X O ORI 1)
H A U5 1 DK 2R 35 w0 o S5, FRATAE ] 22 SE IR RE R,
SEAR 1) 22 B B0 A T, R £ T 45 1 A 22, B KRR
)AS BE o B A R A B 0 i O 2 348 25 N K T K
PR R 3% R 99 1) R 17, BB K PHOHE BT L 15 & 58 3% K BH 2B 7
T Bl DL e K BH R 08 BE I 3h B ORI R 2 SRR
Wtk . 7l 45 08I0 300 1 L W LA S R ) K B 0 Cln
BAFHLAED D I R R HE B KRR 52 k. 58T
KRR B2 W ik KL AR 1] B 2R BFE B DL 4 77
TE s

5 & ®

=A

ARSCWEFE T AR R O £ 2 I R — UK U
BRGREIH G Tk VAN 40 7 I B AP g A
PR RS — 3 C P Be % s 200 — AR AT B AT T K
LRI A B L R M TR DR 25 L SR T s N RS E Y
Tk o KPR DN A K2 09 i 15 Tl s 2 00 4 SR A
{ERS B2 38 A o E — AP R R0 s %07 6 17 B 5 AT W] R ZE
R R KRR 45 A8 e A B T R R IR 2 W
B R ER AR (] 45 M3 2 A0 46 A2 WO HIL 25 35 20 A7 A PR e
S % Uk
[1] A, W R, 8, 4. B — R TH B R EE

KA GE Ty o BOoR R B RLT]. "%, 2018,

(2]

[3]

(6]

[7]

[8]

9]

[10]

[11]

39(3):265-280.

WRHR, S FH M, WK . %. CINRAD/SAQ.SB |
52508 BE XE AR IR 1K 12 T o A AR B DT IR [T ). AR
2010, 36(12):122-127.

AL, BB M. CINRAD/CC 8 3515 5 9 e 5 1tk 43 b
BEABFFELT ] I S R R 2009, 23(21) .
19-24.

VPO, g, s, 45 REMERAAFEHEAR
RERBENA]. G PHE.2012,40(3) :326-328.
Prph o, ZF08, s, BUE L &R AR KGE S
RAETTEATF LT ] LA R 244, 2005, 26 (21):
125-126.

XM, R Gk R & Uy 1 [ T & U5 vk S g
BrlT]. st FoAR . 2013, 36(6):105-108.
HOLLEMAN I, HUUSKONEN A, KURRI M, et
al. Operational monitoring of weather radar receiving
chain using the sun[J]. Journal of Atmospheric and
Oceanic Technology, 2010, 27(1):159-166.
ALTUBE P, BECH J, ARGEMi O, et al. Quality
control of antenna alignment and receiver calibration
using the sun: adaptation to midrange weather radar
observations at low elevation angles[]J]. Journal of
Atmospheric and Oceanic Technology, 2015, 32(5):
927-942.

HOLLEMAN I, HUUSKONEN A. GILL R, et al.
Operational ~ monitoring  of radar  differential
reflectivity using the sun[J]. Journal of Atmospheric
and Oceanic Technology, 2010, 27(5) . 881-887.
WER. BT WmAR. FOF-ARAFEEN
ENREM AT H U ELT] B L ¥, 2014,
30(5):990-995.

AT, BN, TR E SR T B R AL R L f AR
WA T e ar e b oe L)1, ESh i 7l = f AR, 2014,
33(9) :34-36.

EEEN

LW+, TR, REM T MR L F A,
E-mail; lizhe0906(@163. com

o« 17 o



